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Society: News and Notes

NEWS AND NOTES
Forts and Fort Sites
The roles played by France and Great Britain in the history
of northeastern Florida and southern Georgia are graphically
recorded in two recently dedicated museums. On March 30,
Fort Caroline National Memorial was dedicated under the sponsorship of the Jacksonville Historical Society and the National
Park Service. The Ambassador of France to the United States,
His Excellency, Herve Alphand, represented his country and gave
the principal address. The memorial and museum are near the
site of the French fort, built in 1564 overlooking the St. Johns
River.
Dedication ceremonies for the museum at Fort Frederica
National Monument, St. Simons Island, Georgia, were held on
February 23 by the Fort Frederica Association and the National
Park Service. Great Britain was represented at the ceremonies
by Honorable D. A. Batwell, British consul. The museum depicts
the story of Fort Frederica, Britain’s most powerful citadel in
Colonial America, and highlights the Battle of Bloody Marsh,
July 7, 1742.

Restoration of old Fort San Carlos and Fort Barrancas within
the Pensacola Naval Air Station has been chosen by the historical
committee of the Greater Pensacola Chamber of Commerce as
its principal project for this year.

Two blocks of land north of the site of Fort San Marcos de
Apalache at St. Marks were purchased recently by the Wakulla
Board of County Commissioners from the U. S. Bureau of Land
Management. Establishment of a historic memorial is planned.
Gifts
Admiral John F. Greenslade of Washington, D. C. has placed
the Panton, Leslie and Company papers in the Society’s library
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as a memorial to his mother, Mrs. Marie Taylor Greenslade,
granddaughter of John Innerarity, the last surviving partner of
the company. The papers are the original documents and correspondence between the governors of Louisiana and West and
East Florida and other important personages, including the leading Indian chiefs of the time. Many of the papers were edited
by Mrs. Greenslade and published in the Society’s Quarterly,
volumes IX to XVIII.

Mrs. Thomas E. Dudney of Sewannee, Tennessee, has given
the Society several rare maps from among the papers of Major
George R. Fairbanks, the Society’s first president after reorganization in 1902.

Valuable documents and a manuscript from the library of
John Lee Williams were donated by his greatgrandson, Edward
S. Kelly of Atlanta. Included are two original and highly prized
sketches by Major John R. Vinton who served in Florida during
the second Seminole War.

The copper plates from which the illustrations were struck
for The History of Jacksonville by T. Frederick Davis, have been
given to the Society by Mrs. Davis of Jacksonville.

College News
Richard A. Bartlett has been appointed to a research position
at Florida State University for work on the “Great Surveys of
the American West.” George A. Lensen, who held a faculty
research grant last year from the Social Science Research Council, has returned to teaching and has received a grant-in-aid for
research into Russo-Japanese relations. Weymouth T. Jordan
has returned to the campus after eight months research under
a Guggenheim fellowship. Calvin J. Billman will return in June
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from the Panama Canal Zone afer a year as director of the
“Bootstrap” program. Earl R. Beck, Weymouth T. Jordan and
Victor S. Mamatey appeared on the program of the Southern
Historical Association last fall. Richard A. Bartlett read a paper
at the spring meeting of the Mississippi Valley Historical Association. Books published recently by members of the history department are: The Emergence of the Republic of Bolivia by Charles
W. Arnade; Ante-Bellum Alabama: Town and Country, Rebels in
the Making and Southern Propaganda by Weymouth T. Jordan
and The United States and East Central Europe, 1914-1918 by
Victor S. Mamatey. The Red River Campaign by Ludwell H.
Johnson has been accepted for publication. Charles Fairbanks is
teaching an extension course in Indians of North America at
Fort Walton Beach.
Arthur W. Thompson of the University of Florida, president
of the Southeastern American Studies Association, presided at
the annual meeting of the Association in Macon on March 28
and 29. Four additional representatives from Florida colleges
were on the program: John A. Hague of Stetson University,
Marian D. Irish of Florida State University and Manning J.
Dauer and Rembert W. Patrick of the University of Florida.
Rembert W. Patrick was selected as the first member of the faculty to be added to the University of Florida lyceum lecture series.
On January 7 he delivered his lecture on “Race Relations in the
South.” John Goggin is conducting an archaeological examination of a newly discovered Seminole site on the Suwannee River,
probably one of the towns burned by General Andrew Jackson.

Activities of Historical Societies
The Bay County Historical Society was chartered early this
year. Officers include Dr. R. E. Wager, president; William T.
Weeks, vice president; John R. Middlemas, secretary and David
Lewis, treasurer. Collection of historical documents relating to
the area has already begun with the gift of three sets of photographs of early Panama City. The Society set its goal as the
establishment of a library and solicits pertinent materials.
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C. C. Miller of Lakeland was elected the first president of
the newly formed Lakeland Historical Society on March 14.
Other officers elected were Frances Higgins, vice president; Mrs.
Thelma B. Miller, secretary and Mrs. Nell Swindell, treasurer.
Harris Sims, Gilbert P. Richardson, D. H. Sloan, Mrs. L. B.
Bevis and Mrs. E. Perry Ross were elected to the board of directors. The Society has secured space for headquarters in the
Park Trammell library. The erection of markers will be one of
the first projects of this new group.

The Palm Beach Historical Society, reactivated last year under Judge James B. Knott as president, held its first meeting on
January 9. Theodore Pratt, author of The Barefoot Mailman
was the guest speaker. At the February meeting, Rembert W.
Patrick of the University of Florida spoke on “Collecting the
Sources of Florida History.”

Projects of the Martin County Historical Society include
improvements at the House of Refuge Museum and the republication of books relating to the area. Attendance at the museum
has increased recently, reaching some 200 each Sunday, with
the opening of two new bridges to Hutchinson Island where the
museum is located.

Cleveland Amory, author and former editor of The Saturday
Evening Post, spoke before the January meeting of the Historical
Association of Southern Florida. His subject was “Resorts - First,
Last and in Between.” A. Curtis Wilgus, director of the School
of Inter-American Studies at the University of Florida and a consultant to the State Department and the Pan American Union,
spoke on “Highlights of the Caribbean” at the February meeting.

The St. Augustine Historical Society has added to its research
staff, Mrs. Ada A. Sullivan and Mrs. Eugenia Arana. Under
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the direction of William B. Griffen, the translating and calendaring of many Spanish documents is progressing.
A portrait of Pedro Menendez de Aviles, a gift of the government of Spain, was presented to the Society by the Marquis
de Santa Cruz. Winston Llambias of Jacksonville has given the
Society a desk-table for the Llambias house. The table was used
by his grandfather, Joseph Llambias during his residence in St.
Augustine.
At the January meeting of the General Duncan Lamont
Clinch Historical Society of Amelia Island, W. L. Webb spoke
on “A Look at Fernandina in the Past”; Reed Lewellen discussed
types of Indian pottery found on the island and Harry Lohman
gave a commentary on photographs of early Fernandina. On
April 20, McClure’s Hill highway marker was dedicated with
Charles W. Arnade as the speaker. Mrs. A. G. McArthur was
chairman of the ceremonies.

James Parton, publisher of American Heritage was the guest
speaker before the Hispanic Institute in Florida meeting in St.
Augustine on January 25. Hugh F. McKean, painter, lecturer
and president of Rollins College, spoke on “The Art Significance
of the Ponce de Leon Hotel.”
Seminole War Highway Marker
One of the last encounters of the Seminole War occurred
south of Wauchula on June 16, 1856. The Wauchula Junior
Woman’s Club has erected a highway marker on the site. The
recognition of our state’s history by organizations other than historical groups is an encouraging development.
TEQUESTA XVII
A Review by J ULIEN C. Y ONGE
Not all historical periodicals have appeared without intermission since their first issue, but Tequesta, the annual journal
of the Historical Association of Southern Florida is one of these,
having been published first in 1941 and Number XVII reaching
us in 1957.
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All but four of these seventeen issues bore the same name as
editor, and no one who has taken any interest in Florida’s history
for the last decade or two need be told that Dr. Charlton W.
Tebeau was and is that editor.
Only he himself can say how much editing was done on
the scores of articles in these seventeen issues, but we would
guess that in addition to suggesting many of the subjects to the
writers, he assisted in the research of a number, and in the composition of some. So together with his own important volumes
Florida's Last Frontier, The History of Collier County and The
Story of the Chokoloskee Bay Country, Dr. Tebeau is the foremost historian of southern Florida.
Four papers are included in this issue of Tequesta.
Homesteading . . . 1890’s
The family of Edward J. Douthit came to Florida in 1892
and homesteaded near Lemon City. One of the daughters, Mary
Douthit Conrad now tells the story of these early years, and here
are thirty pages of day to day personal experiences, general happenings, and conditions in the region then.
All is well done, and after a reading you seem to have been
there in this pioneer family; and to have seen the boys cutting
down the pine trees, peeling off the bark, building the log house,
daubing the cracks with a mixture of sand and lime and water,
and the whitewashing. There were two stories with a ladder for
steps, and over the windows was cotton netting to keep out the
mosquitos. Driving a pipe down a few feet, a pitcher pump gave
a good supply of water. A tarpaulin was kitchen and dining room,
and an open fire was kitchen stove.
Clearing the land with grubbing hoes was difficult. Palmetto
roots were everywhere among the numerous pines, scrub oak,
grapevines and coontie plants. Ten acres were planted in the
first year with orange, lemon and other fruit trees, with a vegetable garden in winter and sweet potatoes the year around.
They walked everywhere until they got a dugout from the
Seminoles. Boats were then operated commercially between
Lemon City and Key West, their arrival being preceded by a
blast on a conch shell, creating an excitement with doors banging open and children racing down to the dock. The Seminoles
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would gather there too barefooted and waiting, the men with
a full skirted dress to their knees.
The roof of their house was carried away in a hurricane and
they watched it go sailing away while they were outdoors in the
rain for safety.
There was plenty to eat. Some from the Indians by barter,
by hunting, from their own garden, or from the general store.
Some of the things they ate as a matter of course were delicacies
such as turtle steak, quail, turtle eggs, oysters, clams and various
kinds of fish, and always starch from the coontie root. The outdoor kitchen fire was a campfire arranged Seminole fashion, logs
laid as spokes of a wheel with the fire at the hub which saved
wood cutting, for when a log burned down it was shoved in a
bit until it was in the fire again.
Other Seminole customs and the Indians themselves are
described, their dances, drums, rattles, and chants.
The schools and churches of the settlement are told of, the
social gatherings described, and at last the beginning of a public
library with a few donated books in a room of a private residence.
In all, here are a score or two of charming pages.

Pre-boom Developers of Dade County
The extraordinary land boom of 1925 in the Miami region
is well known, as are the names of the Merricks at Coral Gables,
Carl Fisher at Miami Beach, and others; but, says Adam G.
Adams, “. . . Others whose names were household words before
and during the boom are now all but forgotten.”
So he writes of some of these in Tequesta, with a “. . . brief
description of the times, and to recall a few of those less prominent, withall important developers of Dade County.,,
Frank B. Shutts was sent to Miami to liquidate the Fort
Dallas Bank. He remained as a lawyer and to own the Miami
Herald.
“Real estate dominated the business scene, as indeed it still
does. . . . In 1917 a dozen companies with large tracts of Everglades lands engaged in intensive selling campaigns.” Here was
R. P. Davis, Richard J. Bowles and many others: The Everglades Land Company, with V. W. Helm and Henry G. Ralston,
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the Chevalier Corporation, the Pennsylvania Sugar Company.
There was J. E. Withers in 1912, and S. J. Peters of 1895 and
his son Thomas Peters “who were exceptions to the long list of
failures in agricultural pursuits, also the Dorn Brothers of 1910.”
James Deering was building Viscaya from 1912 to 1916.
“There were probably 10,000 people in Dade County, and at
least one out of every ten was working on this construction. . . .
It has been said frequently that Mr. Deering’s operations saved
the town from starvation.”
Scores of other names are noted of those who were active
in real estate and other businesses, and some of these other businesses are told of.
The article closes with the following: “Many young men coming to Miami for whatever purpose found their way into the real
estate business. Leslie B. Manley arrived in 1913 representing
a paving company. He became associated with P. H. Arthur in
1919 and subdivided a 45 acre tract named Shenandoah. . . .
When the first sale of lots was held in 1920 . . . they didn’t sell
a lot. By 1925, however, when the company subdivided and
offered for sale New Shenandoah, 105 acres, the demand for
lots was so great that the whole subdivision was sold for a total
of three and one-half million dollars the first day.”
Key Vaca
One of the long string of keys reaching southwestwards from
the peninsula and more than half way to Key West is Key Vaca,
which is remarkable for its extraordinary growth in population
and development. Florence Brigham is this key’s historian and
the history she has written of the latter years would be scarcely
believed if told of anywhere else. This issue of Tequesta includes
Part I of her narrative. Portions of the paper were read at the
last annual meeting of the Florida Historical Society, but there
is much else here.
Several plausible sources have been suggested through the
years as to the origin of the name but there is no certainty as to
how it came, though it was connected in some way with cows.
This early history of the Key has been assembled from all
printed and available manuscript sources, as well as from exten-
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sive correspondence, and is as complete as is possible at this time.
Part I relates to the period before the remarkable growth of recent
years and includes as much detail as is available with quotations
from numerous writers. One of these indicates that perhaps the
name was applied prior to the founding of St. Augustine.
“During the centuries Key Vaca has been any man’s land, and
was resorted to according to the needs of Indians, sea travellers,
and sea rovers. These men were pirates, freebooters, and buccaneers, and they were followed by wreckers.”
The first owner of the key was Francisco Ferreira. His petition to Governor Kindelan for “Key Bacas,” and the grant of the
Key in 1814 are quoted in full. Also his petition to the Florida
Land Commissioners (1823) which was recommended to Congress the next year. Ferreira sold the Key in that year (1824)
to Isaac N. Cox, who sold it to Charles Howe.
Ownership is traced in detail through the years and the
record brought up to recent times for the marvellous growth to
be told of in Part II.
Soldiers in Miami, 1898
by William J. Schellings
It is difficult to picture Miami as a small town with only a
weekly newspaper, but such was the case in 1898 as the war
with Spain approached. The town was quiescent with little
thought of the Cuban revolution nearby, but when the battleship
Maine was blown up in Havana harbor and a number of timid
people had come from Key West to get away, a change came
about. “By the first of April the city had been swept up in the
excitement, and patriotic demonstrations were the order of the
day.”
There was a demand that the Army erect coast defenses, and
the Army promised, but was so slow about it that Miamians
formed a volunteer home guard unit of over two hundred men,
and when rifles and ammunition arrived from Tallahassee drilling
was begun.
But even with the war fever “Miami continued to develop
more land and erect more buildings,” and when it was known
that the Army was looking for a camp site it aroused no local
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interest. Yet the Florida East Coast Railway and Mr. Flagler
were busy clearing land and running in water, and in June six
regiments arrived.
The vision of a tropical paradise which some of the men
were expecting was shattered the first day. Here were 7,000
men put down in summer in the woods with “heat, mosquitos
and sand flies that beat anything. . . .and the privilege of going
to the Royal Palm barber shop and a shave for fifty cents.”
“Citizens had reason to complain, too. Cases of rowdyism
were common and clashes between soldiers and the colored
population frequent . . . Miami began to regret that the camp
had been established.”
The camp was unhealthy and the water supply impure - so it
was charged - with a sick rate far in excess of other camps in
the State. After numerous inspections by officials, it was determined to move the camp, and the last regiment left Miami on
August 13.
It was charged that Flagler spent $50,000 to secure the
camp but “such charges were without any base in fact so far as
the record shows. Flagler did spend $10,000 in having the
ground prepared, and donating ice and other items. So far as
his profits went, they were small compared with those earned by
other railroads, particularly the Plant System in its operations
in Tampa.”
“The soldiers were happy to leave and Miami was happy to
see them go.”
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